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 New Jersey Institute of Technology     Fall 2017 
Department of Humanities 
 
STS 308-001     GLOBALIZATION? 
 
T Th 1-2:30     Prof. David Rothenberg 
FMH205     tel. 596-3289.   terranova@highlands.com 
      office hours by appointment, Cullimore 318  
 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course will investigate the issues and problems inherent in the globalization of 
technology, economics, and culture in this new century.  Countries and economies 
are becoming more entwined in each others identities and economies, and cultural 
diversity is both threatened and proliferating at one and the same time.  How much 
can the world’s markets continue to grow and connect?  How does the spread of 
information change what we know about one another?  Should we be afraid of 
progress?  Does the world understand the United States?  Do we understand the 
world?  How can ‘growth’ or ‘development’ be sustained?  Can we remain a leading 
nation in an uncertain economy?  Is globalization an idea whose time has come and 
gone? 
 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS:  
 
A course reader of 925 pages which may be downloaded here:  
http://tinyurl.com/ycx87ocg 
and is also on our course Moodle page. 
 
Jonathan Porritt, The World We Made, (Phaidon, 2013) 
(this book you need to buy, get it now, before the bookstore sends all the copies 
back)  
 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Class attendance and participation in discussion is required. One five page research 
paper on an assigned topic.  One substantial ten page research paper from a series of 
topics suggested by me just after the midterm (Honors students will need to write 
fifteen pages).  Honors students will need to lead at least one class discussion, for 
others this is recommended but optional. Both papers will be expected to be based 
on original, thoughtful research, not just a collection of facts gleaned from a quick 
web search.  Midterm exam.  Final exam.  Final grade is a fair combination of the 
above.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE               (subject to change) 
     
Sep. 5  What is globalization?  pp. 4-62. 
Sep. 7  The roots of inequality, pp. 63-129 
Sep. 12  Europe and the world.  pp. 130-165. 
Sep. 14  The invention of development.  Rist, Spence.  pp. 166-192. 
Sep. 19  Jihad vs. McWorld. Revolution 2.0.  pp. 193-231. 
Sep. 21  Revolution 2.0 and what happened next.  pp. 232-251. First paper assigned.  
Sep. 26  Development as freedom.  How economists try to help the poor.  pp. 252-284. 
Sep. 28  film: Inside Job 
 
Oct. 3  The big vs. the small solutions.  Sachs vs. Easterly.  pp. 285-349. 
Oct. 5  How have we dealt with poverty today? pp. 350-392. 
Oct. 10  Empowering the disenfranchised, pp. 393-443.  
Oct. 12  Sweatshops and smartphones.  pp. 444-519.  First paper due. 
  
Oct. 12  Climate change, pp. 520-585. 
Oct. 17 More on climate.  pp. 586-645. Take home midterm handed out. 
Oct. 19  Film: Before the Flood, Time to Choose, or The Age of Consequences 
Oct. 24  Midterm exam due  China, pp. 646-663 
Oct. 26  More on China, pp. 664-704. 
Oct. 31  Africa the Bright Continent, pp. 705-760. 
Nov. 2  The WTO and its legacy, pp. 761-797.  Final paper assigned.   
Nov. 7  What’s happening to global trade now?  pp. 806-820. 
 
Nov. 9  GMOs pro and con, pp. 821-849.  
Nov. 14 Kalle Lasn, Meme Wars, pp. 850-898.  Paper topics due.    
Nov. 16 Paul Mason, postcapitalism, pp. 899-950 
Nov. 21 The World We Made 
Nov. 23 NO CLASS, Thanksgiving 
Nov. 28 film: Life and Debt? 
Nov. 30 film: The Economics of Happiness? 
Nov. 29 The World We Made 
 
Dec. 5  The World We Made 
Dec. 7  The World We Made 
Dec. 12 Last day of class.  Final papers due.  Take-home final exam handed out. 
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